
Understanding & investigation of traffic accidents: 

22-24th August 2018 – Bloemfontein - Course review 

22nd through the 24th August 2018, Accident Specialist was requested to facilitate training to the Provincial 

Department, Free State. The training was presented by Mr Proctor-Parker in Bloemfontein.  

Over the three days, there was a very interactive group of 34 attendees from various directly and indirectly 

related departments within the Provincial offices that attended. Attendees were taken through the extensive 

detail of what is normally a five day basic level introduction to traffic accidents, extending from basic 

accident report documentary level, to the introduction of scene evidence, vehicle evidence, photography, 

diagraming and a host of other factors. Due to the combination of the department`s time constraints and 

financial limits, the training was crammed into three days, largely negating all the practical exercises.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Attendees were provided the comprehensive training manual, more importantly a reference manual that 

provides extensive, detail and RSA case specific examples of all subject matter covered.  

Although the full field sessions were not undertaken, a brief practical braking and tyre mark session was 

undertaken on day two at the training venue. This provided a cursory yet insightful introduction to the 

practical side of road evidence, ABS braking marks, linking these to the vehicle through track width and tyre 

width, along with other factors. 

Of particular interest and appreciation was the clear linking of the importance of the correct understanding of 

even the most basic information and it`s direct relevance to the job descriptions of the varying department 

attendees. This was pointed out by many of the attendees themselves. Likewise, with the level of somewhat 

advanced questions posed and in-class active discussions held, there was a distinct interest in learning, 

appreciation and application of knowledge, a much appreciated validation of the session. 

Completing the three day session and with formal yet voluntary feedback provided, some 32 evaluations 

forms provided a 90% overall scoring. Improvements to be noted, suggest a “clearer beginning and ending” 

to each days sessions times and specific points of work completed for the day. The most negative indication 

being the timing and standard of food (Not provided by the presenter, organised by the department 

themselves). The vast majority provided excellent feedback commentary, with some comments noted as: 

 “Thank you for this eye opener ….” 

“Training was very interesting, I have learned a lot. It`s really an eye opener. I wish we could have 

done more” 

“Well presented, I wish to study further” 

“One of the more interesting courses ever attended” 

“The course was very interesting and eye-opening” 

“The lecturing was one of the best that one could have. So important and complex issues easily 

unpacked by the presenter” 



Thank you, and compliments to the Free State Department Bloemfontein, for putting together the training for 

their members and providing the opportunity to Accident Specialist to facilitate the training to their various 

members. 

Safe driving 

www.accidentspecialist.co.za 
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