
A brief review 2021 into 2022: 

 

Following the utter chaos created during 2020 into 2021, essentially termed “Years-COVID”, resulted in 

a rather difficult two years. Most notably, 2021 saw a rather disconcerting and essentially uncontrolled 

lawless “revolt”, if we could term it as such. This most certainly pushing the limits of one`s commitment 

to aspects of our personal and financial safety and general state of wellbeing in our own country. Even 

in our incredibly beautiful, diverse and loving country, that I would be extremely hard pushed to leave, 

this certainly makes one consider the survival of a professional business practice locally.     

We have managed to pull through with a combination of hard work and some carefully considered fiscal 

and structural manipulation. This noted, December 2021 was a record month in respect of commercial 

vehicle crash investigation cases considered. 

2022 started out with apprehension, however quickly turned into a rather chaotic year to date. With the 

key noted being that two general clients merged in 2021, this formed the catalyst to a very clear surge 

in major commercial vehicle crash case appointments, that has not abated.  

It is noteworthy that the increase in commercial vehicle crash cases, although not confirmed, is likely to 

be the result of the general return to some normality of business, post Years-COVID, and what is largely 

a defunct railway infrastructure.    

Although this creates welcome income, this also brings with it far greater stress in respect of massively 

increased travelling and therefore time away from the office and family, and associated delays in report 

completion. Likewise, this also creates massive pressure in respect of financial management with 

increased fuel use, vehicle maintenance, flight and accommodation costs. Not to mention the drastic 

fuel price increase as well as toll fee increases.       

In respect of projects, the various constraints already highlighted, saw our “loss of control water testing 

and tyre tread depth session” undertaken, however hampered and remaining incomplete. Hopefully we 

can return to this at some stage and finalise a paper. 

What can only be described as an absolutely epic testing session, and perhaps the only one ever 

undertaken locally, with a full train and carriages was completed. A full railway line section and crossing 

completely closed for the day, with various runs and recorded telemetry and video undertaken. 

Interestingly, we have various motorcycle crash cases on hand, three of which related to the loss of 

control of the motorcycle relating in some way to potholes, road parameters and “drop-offs”. We had 

previously built a vehicle-mounted front wheel hold and release motorcycle test device, that awaits use. 

We had also been in the process of finalising a complete motorcycle test hold and push rig device to 

allow us to independently and conveniently test motorcycle impacting into vehicles, objects as well as 

through potholes or raised curb edges. Watch this space, we will be doing some testing soon, contact us 

if you want to participate or contribute.     

We have dealt with many catastrophic front wheel (steer wheel) “failure” cases on commercial vehicles, 

almost always leading to fatalities, or catastrophic damages. This led us to develop a proposal to 

undertake some testing in this regard. Following extensive delays for various reasons, this project has 

now finally taken off with an engineering student now tackling this project as his MSc project over the 

next year or so. The project being undertaken with oversight of UKZN’s, Prof. Riaan Stopforth as well as 

Accident Specialist. As with such projects, we are always looking to team up and have the involvement 

of interested role players, please give us a call and come onboard with this incredibly interesting and 

pro-active project.       



We continue to maintain our detailed online database, in partnership with a sister company, of vehicles 

that we have interrogated with our and the sister company’s Bosch CDR (900 and CAN Plus), forming a 

database of what we have done, the successes and failures and various other interesting facts.  

We have previously provided detailed insight to our general practice case records database. We have 

now engaged a developer to transfer this to a comprehensive and completely integrated management 

database that allows detailed linking to online facilities, all case drawings, images, documents and many 

other facilities, to include the ability to extrapolate specific data that can be used for research, we will 

report on this once implemented.  

https://www.accidentspecialist.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/A-history-of-case-records-

of-Accident-Specialist-June-2020.pdf  

We have also previously reported on our specific transport (Route Risk Analysis) database, although this 

has taken a somewhat backseat at this stage, due to case load, this continues to be maintained and grow: 

https://www.accidentspecialist.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/An-analysis-of-historical-

crash-data-2009-2016-C-Proctor-Parker.pdf 

Various online Continuous Professional Development (Education) training sessions have been attended, 

and we have pushed to “stay ahead” and to develop our knowledge. 

We have maintained, and perhaps even strengthened our working and co-operative arrangement with 

our consultants and colleagues, not always in person, however, very often telephonic, WhatsApp and 

online chats and consultations. 

Although we have always maintained our presence, perhaps marketing, through our online presence of 

our website www.accidentspecialist.co.za, in late 2020 we took to LinkedIn; being a somewhat more 

professional and specifically targeted networking and business orientated platform, provided for a more 

active marketing presence. We maintain our website presence, however through one or two very 

specific work related and interesting posts once a month on LinkedIn, we “interact” with everyone, 

please link with us: linkedin.com/in/craig-proctor-parker-2b194641. 

Some semblance of normality is clearly returning, with a few “in person” client visits and consultations 

requested; a few pre-trial consultations with attorneys and advocates in preparation for looming trials.    

Although we are inherently a “positive outlook” style company, and personnel; with the current 

international “warlord-games” ongoing, likewise COVID lingering and the inherent problems we face as 

a country, we continue to push forward optimistically.     

In closing, these have been an incredibly trying and stressful past few years. Arguably, careful 

management has been the key, however there has certainly been times of considering “throwing the 

towel in”. In hindsight, the combination of having a good physical work environment, great colleagues 

and staff, as well as a regime of healthy activity of training through cycling (predominantly), swimming 

and general cross training, have been the catalyst to persevering. Some would say dogged stubborn.              

 

Safe driving. 
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